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Background and Challenges 

Challenges:

• Defining exactly what makes a job “green” is tricky

• “Green” designation doesn’t fit into existing SOC codes and 

traditional data structures

Using Lightcast/working nation’s definition:

• Online job postings

• Key word searching in job postings gives more granular data

• Defined different levels of green jobs. My research focuses on the 

narrowest: Core Green Jobs

• Directly tied to the green economy (defined broadly as relating 

to renewable energy production, natural resource 

management, environmental conservation)
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Core Green Postings Came From a Wide Range of Occupational Groups

• Environmental Scientists 

topped the list in 2024, 

followed by 

• laborers and movers 

• wholesale sales 

representatives 

• solar installers

• occupational health and 

safety specialists 

Demand for a wide range of 

jobs and skills in the green 

economy
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Postings for Green Jobs Remained Higher than Pre-Pandemic in 2024

• Postings for core green jobs 

increased sharply post-

pandemic, mirroring demand 

across sectors

• In 2024, total postings 

returned to pre-pandemic 

levels

Demand for green jobs 

remains elevated relative to 

pre-pandemic levels



Regionality of Green Jobs

7



8

Core Green Jobs made up a High Proportion of Postings in Some Counties

• Core green jobs made up less 

than 1% of total postings in 

most counties across Oregon

• Certain counties saw a much 

larger share

Green jobs play an 

important role in smaller, 

rural counties
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Highest Demanded Core Green Occupation Varied by County

• Zoologists and Wildlife 

Biologist topped lists in 

Eastern Oregon

• Wind Turbine Technicians 

dominated postings along the 

Gorge

The green economy varies 

across the state

Lake Harney

Grant

Sherman, Gilliam, Morrow



Looking Forward
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Core green Occupations Set to Grow Quickly

• Core green job 

occupations are 

projected to grow 

faster than average 

over the next 10 years
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Takeaways

• A wide range of occupations participate in the 

green economy

• Statewide, core green jobs made up a small 

percentage of the labor market, but made a big 

impact in certain counties

• Many core green occupations are projected to 

grow faster than average
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Share your feedback!

Luke Coury, Employment Economist
Luke.C.Coury@employ.oregon.gov

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

Follow us on X @OED_Research and Bluesky @OED-Research

mailto:Luke.C.Coury@employ.oregon.gov
http://www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe
https://x.com/OED_Research
https://bsky.app/profile/oed-research.bsky.social
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